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February 18, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Brynn Scharfe and I relinquished my first-born child for adoption in the state of Montana
in September of 2003. My purpose in writing this letter is to urge you to consider the positive
implications of HB 713 for birthparents when deciding how you will vote on this bill. Thisisa
testimony from a birthparent’s point of view.

I believe that birthparents need to be able to look forward to a bright and fulfilling future in order to be
able to move on from the loss and function better in society. One way this can be done is through
higher education. When I went back to school after placing my child, I had something to look forward
to. I saw a bright future in front of me, which helped mend my pain.

These days, people get scholarships and grants based on their race, income, athletic abilities, and,
especially, single-parent status. I think that birthparents should have the same opportunities to get
scholarships and grants. However, in my research, I found only one organization in the U.S. that offers
scholarships to birthparents. The organization is small and they do not have the means to give many
scholarships. This bill could potentially allow placement agencies to organize and provide scholarships
through independent funding for the birthparents that need it the most.

I want to share a story with you. I was in a class three years ago and heard two classmates talking. One
of the girls was a single mother. She was saying that she didn’t care if she flunked the class because
she would just re-take it. “The government pays for my school anyways, because I am a single mother,”
she declared. I was enraged! Ihad made a responsible decision in placing my child with a family who
had the means to care for him and a two-parent home that I could not give him. That woman had no
work ethic or gratitude for the fact that her school was being paid for times two, and I and my family
had paid every cent for mine. I believe that birthparents deserve the same opportunity as single parents
to earn degrees and add to society.

I know that opponents of this bill will argue that it could create loopholes in adoption agreements in
relation to bribery. This is a valid point and definitely something to consider, but it is also something
that can be avoided so long as agencies are careful. If the funding for assistance comes from private
third-party donations and birthparents have participated in the required amount of counseling, the
loophole would be diminished. We do not place our children for the benefits we will receive; if we
wanted extensive benefits, we would just parent our children! It is doubtful that someone would
relinquish a child in exchange for a little help to get her life back on track. In fact, the assistance given
by the government for single-parenting is much more of a bribe for birthparents to keep their baby than
for them to place it.

This bill will allow birthparents to receive help that they need in order to properly grieve, move on, and
live a fulfilling life. Not only could it help with funding higher education, but also for grief counseling,
job training, life skills, and many other things to help grieving birthparents get back on their feet.
Thank you for taking the time to hear this testimony. Please vote yes on HB 713.

Thank you,
Brynn Scharfe




